christian wiese the Weimar Republic, 3 writing his famous work on Gnosis und spätantiker Geist under his supervision and intellectual infl uence. It is also quite well known that later, profoundly shocked by Heidegger's behavior during the Nazi period and by what he perceived as the "philosophical catastrophe" this refl ected, Jonas distanced himself from Heidegger's ideas, abandoned his research on Gnosticism, and proceeded to develop an anti-existentialist, anti-nihilist biology-centered philosophy that would become the basis of his approach to ethics. 4 It is less known, however, that Jonas was a convinced Zionist from his early youth onward-a position refl ected in his leaving Germany immediately in 1933, moving in 1935 to Palestine, where he joined a circle of German-Jewish intellectuals in Jerusalem, and serving in the British Army between 1939 and 1945 for the sake of fi ghting Nazism. At the same time, throughout his adult life, Jonas, always painfully aware of his mother's murder in Auschwitz, wrestled with the Holocaust's religious and philosophical implications for Judaism in general.
Both Jonas's Zionism and his later speculations on what he referred to as "the concept of God after Auschwitz" deserve a more detailed analysis. 5 Jonas's recently published memoirs, a testimony to the German-Jewish experience before and during the Holocaust and a most interesting example of Exilliteratur, 6 are a key to understanding the relation of his biography in general, and his political convictions in particular, to his philosophical thinking. These memoirs reinforce a sense that, although Jonas's rejection of efforts to defi ne him as a Jewish philosopher were well grounded, it is also the case that the Jewish dimension of his work should not be underestimated.
One reason why his Erinnerungen make for such fascinating reading lies no doubt in the intensity, respect, and affection characterizing the stories he tells of his encounters with prominent friends. Jonas's memoirs impressively show his distinct gift for friendship, though this gift
